APPLICATIONS - DEPENDENCE ASPECTS

part of their immediate needs, and the sounder and more stable
is their own and the general economic condition, the more is
this the case. On the whole it is perhaps rather on the
psychological than on the strictly economic side that they
will be in need of assistance, and here it is that the
principles that have emerged from the study of the facts and
tendencies with which we have been concerned in this book
may prove of use. In so far as family life is able to proceed
and develop on the lines which a true morality based on sound
psychological principles and an adequate psychological knowledge
would seem to indicate as most desirable, it should be possible
for the older members of the family to participate freely in
the joys and satisfactions which they may still find within the
family circle and to escape the danger of being excluded from
these satisfactions, by the disappointments and misunder-
standings, or by the unhappiness and bitterness that the faulty
development of the family so frequently, and so disastrously,
brings in its train. The old tend always to live to some extent
vicariously: they find a great part of their interests and their
pleasures in the contemplation of the doings of others who
are younger than themselves: their own lives are projected
into those of their children and their grandchildren, and by
means of this projection they enjoy the most natural compen-
sation for the decline of their own personal interests and
capacities. If they have found this compensation, it may well
be said that life's concluding chapter has shaped itself for them
in a form as satisfactory as any which it is granted to human
nature to enjoy.

With these considerations regarding old age we may
appropriately end. The subject of the human family is a
mighty theme, of which no full treatment has been attempted
here. If I have illumined certain aspects of the subject, if I
have led the reader to realise something of the depth and
complexity of the problems involved and of their vast
importance for human weal, and woe, nay, even for human
existence, I shall have accomplished all, or more than all, that
I set out to do. We have seen that, just as on the biological
side the family is an essential factor in the development and
preservation of the human race, so too on the psychological
side, the thoughts, feelings and impulses that centre round the
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